
Drought parches America's breadbasket

Farmers in northern Oklahoma and western Kansas are struggling in a long-
lasting dry spell that may be a harbinger for severe climate troubles ahead.
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GREENWIRE | KINSLEY, Kan. — Usually by early March, the hard red winter wheat
on Pat Janssen's farm is green and high enough to cover his ankles. This year, he had to
bend down to see it sprouting, six months after planting.

"This is embarrassing," Janssen said as he pulled a sprout from the pale, dusty ground
for a closer look. The skimpy, poorly developed roots tell the story, he said, of a crop
that's failed so far in just about every way — no good for grazing cattle, and questionable
for harvesting grain later in the year.
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Pat Janssen examines an underdeveloped ear of corn on his farm near Kinsley, Kan. Drought conditions prevented a harvest last
year, and Janssen left 400 acres in the field to prevent erosion.| Marc Heller/POLITICO's E&E News
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"You shouldn't be able to see the ground between the rows. It should look like a really
lush lawn just now," said Janssen, who would typically have around 400 cattle grazing on
his fields. As March arrived, he didn't have any out.

Janssen's farm in southwest Kansas is one piece of a landscape that's bone dry to the
horizon in four directions, the heart of one of the worst droughts to hit this part of the
Plains in decades.

...

https://login.politicopro.com/?redirect=https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2023/05/04/drought-parches-americas-breadbasket-00094643&s=eenews
https://www.eenews.net/get-access/?cid=ee_22q1_subscriber_peekaboo
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssWbbqmDOJpVX20EdjFxo_Etfo_WQm3VitdgMA_ZxsXhfWbzPv1WxHub186K0A5cEErIcgtp_anMkRrsonlOjbLF5Tb0oJ0u-vQBgXPknlcf8PaZ2vwjlpKYRJGdezUP1v2Adlp_EHb5y3Yb5lGybsD0HcTXUTw641TsvOlHH4o0Dlu8AyRm5KrtSanVTYehCX-NH1wrk453IiEIgOQ58v9GDtF0A_jZkMdVFs&sai=AMfl-YRizcV01l7oK6ICA3-JCwUXmaKYm-KjY7sly-y2iLpJfA-PrL6Mo1t7jLY0On0cnIDuorYnCqLqKICENf9VaQ3Bn616I9qFy3hhHrzuSCymFqI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCx4I-7_FhHm&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9jcndkY250cmwubmV0&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjst7RYeBnDmWrzXwxLINeEFgMJkLlL0mkNleOvM1PrZUwCqJo_jOrddbOi6ZYAD07qmWp-OxtPhvD6uaIJLQeMk0w85HbiwWxWrjRZWFqUPeG7cwZg7LIAwUrmQiGEbUzvjvkyeb7W_bYx2XOJZrR5gfGdTvHCje5fzOp72MbspOwX2JVzD1y37JKpHcQ6vruetXeWvVmamEFWF9ouDtn9iKkW-q8_tltiRzfBrOL42bs4NOFVm_hXn-bO6tKB6uBCKMz2_rojghoVy5VFQdIbNWEX5-DNb4pUz3m_gK1FIA-pI7WF4z3EJxXsqu50WQE6hsjb9uFGF9DA_XKvphQc6EjZFNMtkR2GGDr3icqoVtKfrBgIdUFfA_%26sai%3DAMfl-YT5F-ZEXSd2COhTq4XH7_J4hTYQ9FzViQVHRb8O9W5zMy5Szhjyqj1Cip09hGDW8M0EIIr3w2OMjO5uNKKGnLfJvD5qDX00zklloefsS25jtCzLUID3AhJHjm1x0lNZMMs-sPOq%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzLx9ZfqkgS0pEAE%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://bcp.crwdcntrl.net/5/c%253D931/b%253D91274123%253Fhttps://www.williams.com/experience%253Futm_source%253Dpolitco%2526utm_medium%253Ddisplay%2526utm_campaign%253DCERAWeek_Traffic_2024%2526utm_term%253Dselus_go_nomo%2526utm_content%253Dsta_cw_expous-2-G3_300x250
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssWbbqmDOJpVX20EdjFxo_Etfo_WQm3VitdgMA_ZxsXhfWbzPv1WxHub186K0A5cEErIcgtp_anMkRrsonlOjbLF5Tb0oJ0u-vQBgXPknlcf8PaZ2vwjlpKYRJGdezUP1v2Adlp_EHb5y3Yb5lGybsD0HcTXUTw641TsvOlHH4o0Dlu8AyRm5KrtSanVTYehCX-NH1wrk453IiEIgOQ58v9GDtF0A_jZkMdVFs&sai=AMfl-YRizcV01l7oK6ICA3-JCwUXmaKYm-KjY7sly-y2iLpJfA-PrL6Mo1t7jLY0On0cnIDuorYnCqLqKICENf9VaQ3Bn616I9qFy3hhHrzuSCymFqI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCx4I-7_FhHm&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9jcndkY250cmwubmV0&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjst7RYeBnDmWrzXwxLINeEFgMJkLlL0mkNleOvM1PrZUwCqJo_jOrddbOi6ZYAD07qmWp-OxtPhvD6uaIJLQeMk0w85HbiwWxWrjRZWFqUPeG7cwZg7LIAwUrmQiGEbUzvjvkyeb7W_bYx2XOJZrR5gfGdTvHCje5fzOp72MbspOwX2JVzD1y37JKpHcQ6vruetXeWvVmamEFWF9ouDtn9iKkW-q8_tltiRzfBrOL42bs4NOFVm_hXn-bO6tKB6uBCKMz2_rojghoVy5VFQdIbNWEX5-DNb4pUz3m_gK1FIA-pI7WF4z3EJxXsqu50WQE6hsjb9uFGF9DA_XKvphQc6EjZFNMtkR2GGDr3icqoVtKfrBgIdUFfA_%26sai%3DAMfl-YT5F-ZEXSd2COhTq4XH7_J4hTYQ9FzViQVHRb8O9W5zMy5Szhjyqj1Cip09hGDW8M0EIIr3w2OMjO5uNKKGnLfJvD5qDX00zklloefsS25jtCzLUID3AhJHjm1x0lNZMMs-sPOq%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzLx9ZfqkgS0pEAE%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://bcp.crwdcntrl.net/5/c%253D931/b%253D91274123%253Fhttps://www.williams.com/experience%253Futm_source%253Dpolitco%2526utm_medium%253Ddisplay%2526utm_campaign%253DCERAWeek_Traffic_2024%2526utm_term%253Dselus_go_nomo%2526utm_content%253Dsta_cw_expous-2-G3_300x250

